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Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays to our Sisters of the Southern Region,

 As the holidays arrive we can reflect on all the memories and things we have to be grateful for. Cheryl 
and I are thankful that we were able to close out our first year as Regional Director and Regional 
Representative with positive feedback and enthusiasm from our southern sisters. 

 We are excited to embark on the 2nd year of our journey as we continue to RECLAIM, RETRAIN, 
& RETAIN the most valuable resources we have.  As we set out to paint the country red in celebration of 
our 100th year anniversary, always represent the core of our identity, Sisterhood. Cheryl & I look forward 
to seeing you all over the next several months at the Hollywood Gala, Founders Day Weekend, Delta Days, 
Torch Days, and the 51st National Convention.

 In our 3rd edition of the Southern Gazette we highlight breast cancer awareness, our partnership with 
the American Cancer Society, spotlight our Leadership DELTA participants, collegiate news, centennial 
conversations, and we celebrate the life of the Southern Region’s own, the 19th National President,  
Dr. Yvonne Kennedy.  Sisters let us live and serve with our whole heart, in the spirit of the “22”!  

 Happy 100th Anniversary!!

Message from the Regional Director and Regional Representative

Cheryl Turner
Southern Regional Director

Manica Pierrette
Southern Regional Representative

Date Event Location

January 1, 2013 Pasadena Tournament of Roses Parade Pasadena, CA

January 1, 2013 Hollywood Gala Hollywood, CA

January 10 - 13, 2013 Founders Day Weekend Washington, D.C.

March 1 -5, 2013
Delta Days in the Nation’s Capital
Women’s Suffrage March Re-Enactment

Washington, D.C.

July 11 - 17, 2013 51st National Convention Washington, D.C.

Calendar of Events

Wednesdays 11:30 a.m. CST/12:30 p.m. 
EST

Call in: (760) 984-1000
Passcode: 152747#

Submit prayer requests in advance to  
chaplain@dstsouthernregion.com.

24 hours - 7 days
Call in: (760) 984-1099

Passcode: 152747#

Southern Region Council of Chaplains Prayer Call

Southern Regional Chaplain’s  
Meditation & Inspiration Line
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In Loving Memory
Dr. Yvonne Kennedy

19th National President
Past Southern Regional Director

January 8, 1945 - December 8, 2012
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Message from the Protocol and Traditions Committee

We are all looking forward to January 2013 for the beginning of our centennial activities. Make sure you 
have the proper attire for each occasion.  

  Δ Rose Bowl Parade 
  Wear your sharpest paraphernalia.

  Δ  Hollywood Gala 
  Pack your formal for the black tie event.

  Δ Outside the New York studios 
  It will be cold so have your warm Delta hat and scarf.
  
  Δ  Impact Day at Howard University 
  Activities will be inside so wear your paraphernalia.

  Δ Rededication Ceremony 
  Wear your business black dress or suit. No pants or hats are allowed at the ceremony.

  Δ Founders Day Luncheon 
  Wear your business black dress or suit with a black hat and gloves.

  Δ Delta Centennial Honors 
  Wear dressy or after five attire.
  
  Δ  Ecumenical Service 
  Wear a business white dress, suit, or pant suit. Hats may be worn.

  Δ Founders Dinner 
  The attire is after five/formal and black tie.

Remember that New York and D.C. will be cold. Plan your attire accordingly but make sure it is correct. 
The Rededication Ceremony is a ritualistic event and the attire guidelines will be strictly followed. Let’s 
have a great time and follow proper protocol!

“Are You Ready for January, 2013?”

CENTENNIAL CONVERSATIONS

MORNING SHOW BLITZ
Thursday, January 10, 2013

You are invited to be a part of the National Public Relations Team in New York City!

Stand outside your favorite morning show in New York City and tell the world what is about to take place. 
Wear your crimson and cream so everyone will know ‘Deltas are in the House.’ So whether you 
watch the “Today Show,”  “CBS Early Show,” or “Good Morning America,” stand with other sorors as 
we cheer on our national president and National Executive Board as they REPRESENT. Once the shows are 
done, we will be greeted by Mayor Michael Bloomberg, the Mayor of New York City.

We will then start the bus caravan from New York to Washington, DC. If you want to be in the DELTA 
CARAVAN from Washington, DC to NYC, the cost is $80 round trip and $50 one way. Secure your spot at 
the show - purchase your seat on the bus, or to get additional details about DST in NYC.

Once the buses arrive, you will be welcomed to Washington, D.C. by Mayor Vincent Gray.  While in D.C. take 
in the sights, re-connect with line sisters, and enjoy the Nation’s Capital! For additional information email 
DSTinNYC@DeltaSigmaTheta.org.

HOMECOMING AT HOWARD AND IMPACT DAY
Friday, January 11, 2013

All sorors will have an opportunity to return home to the campus of Howard University and walk the path of 
our Founders. In fulfilling our 100 year commitment of community service, and repeating our acts at the 50th 
National Convention in New Orleans, we will participate in 22 IMPACT Day projects. These projects will 
all be inside so the weather will not be a major concern. The attire for the day is crimson and cream 
comfortable Delta paraphernalia.

WELCOME EVENT. We will gather together at the Washington, DC Convention Center for the Welcome 
Event. The theme for this event is “True Colors.” Sorors are encouraged to dress casual in Delta crimson 
and cream.

RE-DEDICATION
Saturday, January 12, 2013

Re-dedicate yourself to Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. in a special Re-Dedication Ceremony. The attire is 
all black (no pants).

Following the Re-Dedication Ceremony, we will enjoy a delicious Re-Dedication Luncheon. Sorors are asked 
to join the Delta parade from the Re-Dedication Ceremony to the Re-Dedication Luncheon in your finest 
black hat and black gloves.

Later that evening, we will host the Delta Centennial Honors where you will not only be entertained but 
witness the recognition of awards to special honorees that have made significant contributions in the areas of 
our Five-Point Programmatic Thrust. The attire for the evening is After-Five.

ECUMENICAL AND FOUNDERS DAY DINNER
Sunday, January 13, 2013

We will gather together for our Centennial Ecumenical Worship Service lead by our national chaplain. As is 
tradition, sorors are encouraged to wear “white.”

Continuing that evening we will celebrate in “grand-style”, The 100th Founders Day Dinner. We will end our 
dinner event with an “After Glow Reception” that you will not want to miss! The attire for this evening is 
formal; i.e., long formal dresses and tuxedos for men.
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 The Awards and Recognition Committee (A&R) is pleased to announce the awards to be presented 
at the centennial celebration during the National Convention. The A&R committee is excited about 
several changes that will take place. Primarily, the awards will be presented in the categories of Sisterhood, 
Scholarship and Service.
 The committee is proud to also announce that chapters will be able to submit for several awards. As 
presented in the chart below chapters can now apply in EACH of the programmatic thrusts. While at 
the same time each chapter that submits for each award will NOW be evaluated with other chapters 
that are similar in size. Also chapters will be able to submit on line. No more flash drives or CDs to 
be mailed. Please note that the time frame for evaluation are programs that occurred for Sororal year 
7/1/11-6/30/12. So start gathering your information for each submission for programs during this time.
 The Regional Director and this committee are excited about the review of each chapters stellar 
programs. Please stay tuned for the submission dates, they will be announced very soon.
 The Awards and Recognition committee is here to serve, therefore if there are further questions please 
free to contact the committee at awardsandrecognitions@dstsouthernregion.com. A&R looks forward 
to your submissions.

Message from the Awards and Recognition Committee

Chapter Size
Category S M L XL

Alumnae of the Year Δ Δ Δ Δ

Collegiate of the Year Δ Δ Δ

Advisor of the Year - Collegiate ONE AWARD GIVEN PER STATE

Chapter of the Year - Collegiate Δ Δ Δ

Chapter of the Year - Alumnae Δ Δ Δ Δ

Reclamation - Alumnae Δ Δ Δ Δ

Collegiate GPA Δ Δ Δ

Economic Development - Collegiate Δ Δ Δ

Economic Development - Alumnae Δ Δ Δ Δ

Educational Development - Collegiate Δ Δ Δ

Educational Development - Alumnae Δ Δ Δ Δ

International Awareness - Collegiate Δ Δ Δ

International Awareness - Alumnae Δ Δ Δ Δ

Physical and Mental Health - Collegiate Δ Δ Δ

Physical and Mental Health - Alumnae Δ Δ Δ Δ

Political Awareness - Collegiate Δ Δ Δ

Political Awareness - Alumnae Δ Δ Δ Δ
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Sisterhood, Scholarship, Service
Which One Are You?
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 What do you think when you hear or see “A 
Sisterhood Called to Serve: Transforming Lives, 
Impacting Communities”? The biennial theme for 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. coined by 24th 
National President, Soror Cynthia M.A. Butler-
McIntrye is so fitting to the sorority. The Southern 
Region steadily embraces this theme and October 
15, 2012 was no different than in other day except 
that as a region, a partnership with the Florida and 
Mid-South and South Atlantic Divisions of the 
American Cancer Society, Inc. was formed.
 National First Vice President, Soror 
Paulette C. Walker, National Secretary, 
Soror Beverly E. Smith, Southern Regional 
Director, Cheryl Turner and Southern Region 
Member of Scholarship and Standards, Soror 
Sandra Horton were among sorors and guests who 

witnessed the strategic partnership signing at the 
American Cancer Society’s global headquarters in 
Atlanta, Georgia.
 “This is such an exciting time for both 
organizations. We certainly recognize, as both 
organizations get ready to celebrate their centennial 
celebrations in 2013, that we have both been 
working tirelessly for many years to empower, equip 
and educate our community. I think it’s perfectly 
befitting that we come together in this partnership 
to engage with one another and to extend a greater 
call to action in the fight against cancer. We want to 
stamp out this disease; we want to eradicate cancer. 
We’re so pleased at the American Cancer Society 
to be partnering with Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Inc. because we know that you set the bar really, 
really high and you also share that commitment to 

southern regionpartners with
american cancer society

the
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eradicating cancer,” said Tawana Thomas-Johnson, 
Director, Health Disparities for the American 
Cancer Society, Inc.
 Statistics  show that more than one million people 
in the United States are diagnosed with cancer each 
year. “There was a recent report published by the 
American Cancer Society in collaboration with the 
National Cancer Institute that sited for the first time 
there are close to 14 million cancer survivors alive 
today. That is an incredible feat and it just speaks to 
the incredible work the American Cancer Society 
has done along with other good organizations 
over the years,” said David Simpkins, Senior Vice 
President of Market Strategy and Health Equity for 
the American Cancer Society, Inc.
 “What better time than the month of October, 
National Breast Cancer Awareness Month to sign 
this regional partnership between the American 
Cancer Society and Delta Sigma Theta Sorority. 
Having both been founded in 1913, it is fitting 
that we connect here on the cusp of our 100th 
anniversary. This partnership helps us shed light 
in our community on the shocking cancer health 
disparity that exists and gives us a platform as we 
vowed as Deltas to break the silence and move 

forward to closing the gap,” said Soror Cheryl 
Turner.
 Fifty years ago if you asked a room full of people 
to raise their hand if they knew someone who had 
cancer, only a handful of people would have raised 
their hands. Today, if you ask that same group of 
people almost everyone in the room would raise 
their hands. Cancer is a disease that affects everyone. 
“The sad news is there’s a personal cancer story that 
we either all have or someone close to us has,” said 
Soror Beverly E. Smith.
 Soror Smith told the story of how her mother 

This partnership helps us shed 
light in our community on the 
shocking cancer health disparity 
that exists and gives us a 
platform as we vowed as Deltas 
to break the silence and move 
forward to closing the gap.

“

”

and her found cancer in her grandmother’s breast. 
When the cancer was discovered it was in stage 4. 
The question was asked of her grandfather why 
hadn’t anyone taken her grandmother to the 
doctor. “He said, ‘well you know, I can’t have some 
man looking at my wife’s breast.’ Back in that day, 
that was a long time ago, that was just something 
private and personal and so she went untreated and 
unfortunately the sad thing is that she obviously did 
not make it,” said Soror Smith.
 “You think about friends that you have, that are 
close to you and near and dear to you and you realize 
when you think about it, cancer really is like Sly and 
the Family Stone said “a family affair.” I’m glad that 

Delta Sigma Theta has come together to make this 
a family affair because truly with our sisters in Delta 
we can see it as a family affair as we move forward 
with it. This national partnership allows us to help 
fight, to help community awareness which I think 
is something that a lot of people in our community 
don’t have, to get rid of the fear of going to the 
doctor, to help with the fundraising part of it. The 
kind of things that we can do in Delta Sigma Theta 
and with the American Cancer Society truly does 
make it a family affair for us,” said Soror Smith.
 “Today, October 15th, marks yet another 
landmark in the history of Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc. and the American Cancer Society, Inc. 
It was a historical journey that began many, many 
years ago. It started in the state of Florida and today 
it reaches into the entire Southern Region,” said 
Soror Paulette C. Walker.
 “Sometimes with adoptions, the matches just 
don’t go together and you wonder how did they 
even come together. Well ours [Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc. and American Cancer Society, Inc.] 

was truly one that was ordained many, many years 
ago. It’s no accident that we both are celebrating 
100 years. Somebody already knew that this was 
going to happen and how it was going to happen,” 
continued Soror Walker. “So the families have 
come together to make sure that everyone will 
understand that this is a partnership that is truly 
valued, respected and held at high esteem by Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.”
 An American Cancer Society Coordinator has 
been identified for each state in the region. Sorors 
Heddie Sumpter, ACS Liaison, Ayasha Scott, 
ACS Coordinator for the state of Florida, Shondia 
McFadden, ACS Coordinator for the state of 
Georgia, Regina Sulton, ACS Coordinator 
for the state of Mississippi, Donna Hardy, 
ACS Coordinator for the state of Tennessee and 
Jacqueline Currie, ACS Coordinator for the state 
of Alabama. More information about the American 
Cancer Society Coordinators can be found on  
page 16. 

So the families have come together to make sure that everyone will 
understand that this is a partnership that is truly valued, respected 
and held at high esteem by Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.”

“



 Soror Heddie Sumpter served as the Southern 
Regional American Social Action Coordinator 
for the last seven years. She has been a member of 
the Regional Leadership Team under the last four 
regional directors and served as the Florida State 
Liaison for the statewide community partnership 
agreement between the Florida chapters of Delta 

Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., and the American Cancer 
Society’s Florida Division since its inception. 
 Professionally, Soror Sumpter has had many 
diverse employment experiences in the private 
sector and at the University of South Florida 
(USF). Her employment with USF began in the 
Central Human Resources Department in 1986. 
Since then she has taken advantage of promotional 
opportunities at the university and stayed in those 
positions until all challenges were exceeded and 
expectations surpassed. Roles at the university have 
included positions in the Registrar’s Office, the 
College of Engineering Dean’s Office, the College 
of Business Administration Dean’s Office and the 
Office of the Provost. 
 In her current position as the Human Resources 
Administrator for the College of the Arts, Soror 
Sumpter is responsible for the accurate and 
systematic operation of all activities related to the 
college’s personnel/payroll office and supervision 

of her staff. She developed the 
college’s guidelines for the faculty 
recruitment and selection process 

and trains faculty search facilitators and search 
committee chairs on the process. Soror Sumpter 
also serves as the Equal Opportunity Liaison for the 
college. 
 Soror Sumpter has received various awards 
for leadership and service at USF including the 
Outstanding Staff Award, Outstanding Leadership 
Award as the President of the University Support 
Personnel Services (USPS) Senate, and the USF 
Status of Women Committee’s Leadership Award. 
 Active in her community, she serves on numerous 
civic committees and boards, including the Greater 
Tampa Operating Unit of the American Cancer 
Society, the Florida Division Board of Directors of 
the American Cancer Society, immediate past Chair 
of the Board of Directors of the Corporation to 
Develop Communities (CDC) of Tampa, Inc., and 
the Chair of the Hillsborough County Community 
Action Board. She also serves as a Clerk for the 
Supervisor of Elections Office. Heddie also served 

Soror Heddie Sumpter

 Soror Ayasha Scott is committed to serving 
others through outreach, whether it is through 
the sorority, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., 
the workplace, church or other service oriented 
organizations. She has witnessed her grandmother 
and aunts pass on due to the continual battle of 
cancer while others within her personal and 
professional circles have been diagnosed and 
survived. Her family’s experiences have led her to 
become a relentless ambassador for The American 
Cancer Society’s mission on both local and statewide 
levels. She has supported and participated in Relay 
for Life since 2004 while she worked and resided in 
Memphis, Tennessee. 
 Soror Scott has been able to merge her career 
with community service and execute acts of 
charity as a Community Leader and Manager for 
the Walgreens Company. Walgreens has a long 
standing partnership with The American Cancer 
Society. This partnership has inspired her and other 
employees to stand and fight 
against cancer by volunteering and 
supporting the goals and mission 
of The American Cancer Society on all levels. 
Soror Scott serves as the Relay for Life Chair for 
Gadsden County Florida Alumnae Chapter. 
She was team captain for Making Strides for Breast 
Cancer (2009-2012) and a team member for Relay 
for Life in Tallahassee, Florida, Cairo and Camilla, 
Georgia. 
 Soror Scott possesses relevant experience in 
training, negotiating, budget management, strategic 
development and exceeding goals. She believes that 
her 13 years of professional management experience 
has taught her that, “Strong relationships are 
integral components to earning and maintaining 
profitable business relationships in a challenging 
economic environment”. Her strong analytical 
and communication skills, coupled with her 
management style, provided solid leadership for 
her employees and customers. Soror Scott was 
nominated by her Market Vice President for the 
Walgreens Community Leadership Program, a 

highly selective program where she mastered her 
leadership skills and graduated. She has a proven 
record for leadership, process improvement, 
procedural efficiency, customer satisfaction, and 
relationship building.

Soror Ayasha Scott

ACS LIAISON ACS FLORIDA COORDINATOR
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continued on page 48
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Soror Shondia McFadden

 I had a bilateral mastectomy on February 11, 2011 
and I decided not to do reconstructive surgery or 
wear breast forms. Diagnosed at the age of 36, I am 
so blessed! I’m confident and very proud of myself, 
that I’m bold enough to show other women, that if 
they get a mastectomy, its okay to buy more breasts 

or wear prosthesis, but its also okay if you don’t do 
any of that. Life is all that really matters! 
 Diagnosed with breast cancer two days before 
Christmas, a devoted mother to Chase and Trinity, 
married to a fine, active duty Army Major, my breast 
cancer diagnosis was devastating and shocking to all 
of us! I had no lumps, no discomfort, no discharge, 
nothing to make me think, I had breast cancer. It 
was just a thought, that I now know was the Holy 
Spirit, that came to my mind and made me go get a 
mammogram. I got the mammogram the very next 
day, after having that thought. To my surprise, almost 
two weeks later, I was diagnosed with breast cancer, 
in both breasts! In my right breast, the cancer was 
stage 0, but I also had two different types of cancer 
in my right breast, which were Ductal Cancinoma 
in Situ (DCIS) and Lobular Carcinoma in Situ 
(LCIS). In my left breast, the cancer was all DCIS. I 
had an area that was a stage 0 and another area that 
was a stage 1A, that was near a blood vessel! 

 I’m just so thankful 
that GOD has allowed me 
to have this experience, 

as I’m so eager to share my testimony with the 
world. Early detection really is important! So no 
longer am I devastated about the news I received 
that December, the diagnosis of breast cancer. I’m 
just thankful for the test, that allowed me to have 
this testimony. Hopefully, I can encourage others 
that have been diagnosed. One thing is for sure, the 
cancer didn’t take my self-esteem or cause me any 
physical pain, but it sure did scare the hell out of 
me! Sometimes, I look at pictures of myself when I 
had breasts and jokingly, I say to those twins, what 
did I do? You two tried to kill me and I took good 
care of both of you, for 36 years! Well, I don’t even 
miss them and my husband says I’m still gorgeous 
without them! I think maybe they’re somewhere 
in a lab, being studied! Perhaps, floating in the 
Chattahoochee River! Either way, they’re gone and 
the cancer is gone! I’m so thankful, that I didn’t have 
to do chemotherapy or radiation. Also, my margins 
are clear and so is my mind. Additionally, my onco 

Soror Regina Sulton

 Full of leftover turkey and dressing, I was 
preparing to shower when I touched a lump on my 
left breast under my armpit. It was the night after 
Thanksgiving, my 6-year old niece was asleep as she 
was staying the night with me and I was mentally 
debating whether or not I was really feeling a lump. 
As I repeatedly touched the spot, fear began to 
cloud my mind and I whispered a prayer to God 
for strength and guidance. “I got this” was the 
undeniable response from my Father. With the 
divine assurance that everything was going to be 
alright, I was able to rest very peacefully that night.
 The next day, my youngest sister who is a 
registered mammography technologist confirmed 
that I needed to make an appointment with my 
OB/GYN to have a mammogram. The lump was 
very small in nature and was not picked up on the 
mammogram. Oh, what a “touch” it was that Friday 
night for in less than a week after a scheduled biopsy, 
I was diagnosed with breast cancer in my left breast. 
Shockingly, I, a 38-year-old 
motherless claimer of a size 32B 
cup, had breast cancer.
 I remember my breast surgeon stating that the 
process would take away a year of my life. My 
journey began with my first round of chemotherapy 
on New Year’s Eve. I had both of my breast removed 
during a bilateral mastectomy on March 11, 2008. I 
finished my second round of chemotherapy in July 
2008. I chose to start reconstructive measures with 
my surgery and reconstruction was completed in 
December 2008. (I am now a size 34B…God Will 
Provide! He answered years of prayers for larger 
breasts.) Needless to say, I missed the 49th National 
Convention in Orlando, Florida. However, by God’s 
grace and mercy, I’ve registered and plan to celebrate 
the Centennial anniversary with my sisters at our 
51st National Convention in Washington., D.C.
 I live in Jackson Mississippi, am married to a 
wonderful man (Robert), have three sisters, five 
nieces, two nephews, and a mother who now 
believes that one can survive after having cancer 
removed by surgery.

 Much love, my sisters, as I celebrate my FIFTH 
birthday March 11, 2013. 

Soror Regenia Sulton is a Diamond Life Member 
and member of the Jackson (MS) Alumnae 
Chapter.

ACS MISSISSIPPI COORDINATORACS GEORGIA COORDINATOR
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Soror Donna Hardy

 Soror Donna Hardy is a retired educator 
from Knox County Schools. She has served as a 
language arts/reading teacher and an assistant 
principal. Throughout her career, she touched the 

lives of many youth, exposing them to cultural 
workshops, speakers, and learning opportunities in 
the community and beyond. She has worked with 
the Red Cross, YWCA, Carpetbag Theatre, Beck 
Cultural Exchange, and Big Brothers and Sisters. 
Her passions include the Dr. Betty Shabazz Delta 
Academy and the Southern Poverty Law Center 
work on justice and equality.
 A native of Memphis, Tennessee and the sixth 
of nine children born to Dorothy and the late 
John Wesly Hardy, she followed in the path of her 
older brother Audry by attending The University 
of Tennessee in Knoxville. Her degrees include a 
bachelor’s degree in English/Dance; a master’s 
degree in English Curriculum and Instruction; and 

an EDS in Administration/Supervision.
 God has blessed her with several 
awards for her service in schools and 

communities,The Milken Family Foundation 
National Educator Award, where she met her hero 
Dr. Bill Cosby; Fulbright Scholarship and Panasonic 
Chaperone to Japan; East Tennessee Holocaust 
Educator Award, and Delta Sigma Theta’s Educator 
of the Year Award.
 Donna is a faithful member of New Covenant 
Baptist Church in West Knoxville. She recently 
returned from a mission trip to Jamaica where 
she had the opportunity to speak briefly to 1200 
high school students about her philosophy entitled 
M-O-V-E: M-Make a commitment; O-Obtain 
information: V-Volunteer to help somebody; 
E-Expect a miracle.
 A cancer survivor, she gives her “retirement time” 
to Knoxville’s Thompson Cancer Center and The 
American Cancer Society. On a final note, Donna 
continues to inspire in memory of her late friend 
Alex Haley: FIND THE GOOD AND PRAISE IT!

Soror Jacqueline Currie

 Soror Jacqueline W. Currie is a native of 
Brownsville, Tennessee and attended the University 
of Memphis. She has worked in higher education 
and mental health in Kentucky, Virginia, Lane 
College, and Stillman College. She was initiated 
into Fredericksburg (VA) Alumnae Chapter in 1988 
and has been a member of Jackson (TN) Alumnae 
Chapter where she served as campus advisor for 
Beta Chi Chapter (Lane College). 
 A Diamond Life member of Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Inc., she is currently a member of 
Tuscaloosa (AL) Alumnae Chapter where she has 
served as chaplain. She currently serves as a member 
of the mental and physical health team. A longtime 
HIV/AIDS community educator, she served on 
the staff of the National Black Student Leadership 
Development Conference from 1988 to 2011, where 
her role included providing HIV/AIDS education 
to students of color who attended the annual 
leadership conferences. She has also volunteered 
with the National HIV 
Prevention Conference, 
served as a town hall 
meeting co-facilitator for the National AIDS 
Education and Services to Minorities (NAESM) 
Conference, and has facilitated workshops at local 
and regional higher education conferences.  
 In 2011, she was selected to participate in 
a national Treatment Action Group legislative 
initiative, where she met with Alabama legislators 
to advocate for HIV/AIDS and aging research 
funding increases. She served on the planning 
committees for Tuscaloosa’s first two Women’s 
Health Symposiums, which offered free screenings 
and education sessions to women in the west 
Alabama area. As a member of NASPA (National 
Association of Student Personnel Administrators), 
she has served as a program reviewer for the 2011, 
2012, and 2013 national conferences.
 Diagnosed with Stage IIB breast cancer in July 
2000, she underwent a lumpectomy, mastectomy 
and reconstruction. She completed eight rounds of 

chemotherapy and 30 days of radiation. Her advocacy 
work includes completion of the National Breast 
Cancer Coalition’s Project LEAD (Leadership, 
Education, and Advocacy Development) and a 
member of the inaugural class of Project LEAD 

ACS TENNESSEE COORDINATOR ACS ALABAMA COORDINATOR
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In commemoration of national Breast Cancer Awareness Month, the Southern Region 
created a video that played on the website through the month of October. If you did not get 
a chance to see it, please click on the image above if the video does not play automatically.

 Over 100 sorors and friends of the Memphis 
Alumnae Chapter participated in two events 
honoring courageous men and women who are 
cancer survivors.   
 On October 13, 2012, the members sponsored 
a “Pink, Pumps, and Pearls” activity at Audubon 
Cancer Survivor Park to increase breast cancer 
awareness and to honor men and women who 
are survivors. Chapter members sported shirts that 
proudly acknowledged that “We Wear Pink” for 
breast cancer awareness. And on October 27th, 
Memphis Deltas could be found donning sneakers 
and preparing to walk in the Susan G. Komen 
Race for the Cure/Walk Run under the team 
name, DST-MAC. Testimonies of hope and joy 
rang throughout the park as the chapter celebrated 
life, cheering and singing to the survivors. Soror 
Charlotte Freeman, president of Memphis 
Alumnae, stated, “We recognize that life is precious 
and that each day we must embrace opportunities. 
When you look around at the survivors, you see 
walking testimonies. Memphis Alumnae is here to 
acknowledge their victory.”

Chapter Brings Awareness and Honors Survivors In Two Events

An enthusiastic group of Memphis Alumnae (MAC) sorors assemble to participate in the annual Susan G. Komen Memphis-Mid South Race.

We recognize that life is precious 
and that each day we must 
embrace opportunities. When 
you look around at the survivors, 
you see walking testimonies. 
Memphis Alumnae is here to 
acknowledge their victory.

“

”
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 The Alcorn Alumnae Chapter worked 
tirelessly in support of National Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month with chapter members starting 
the campaign in September. During Alcorn State 
University’s Homecoming parade, the chapter 
loaded up on the university’s fire truck, traveled 
along the parade route and handed out goodies and 
breast cancer awareness prevention information.
 The chapter also invited members of the 
surrounding Claiborne and Jefferson County 
communities to raise funds and participate in the 
second annual Breast Cancer Awareness Walk-a-
Thon. More than 80 participants took the 2.5 mile 
walk around the campus of Alcorn State.
 “Many African-American females do not receive 
information about the importance of getting 

Alcorn Alumnae Jump Starts Breast Cancer Awareness Month

mammograms or about funding opportunities 
available to help pay for them,” said Jessie Arnold, 
president of the Alcorn Alumnae Chapter. “We 
also have chapter members who are breast cancer 
survivors or who have family members who are 
survivors. Thus, we believe that it is important 
to support and promote the awareness of breast 
cancer.”
 All registered participants received a certificate 
of appreciation for supporting the event in addition 
to breast cancer awareness handouts, pencils, pens, 
bracelets, mints and lanyards. Fruit baskets were 
also given to the first place and oldest participants 
to complete the walk. A donation of $1,500 was 
given to the American Cancer Society from Alcorn 
Alumnae Chapter to support breast cancer research.

 On Saturday, October 27, 2012, the Atlanta 
Suburban Alumnae Chapter Membership & 
Physical and Mental Health Committees hosted,  
“A Sweet Affair: Celebrating Our Sister Survivors.” 
 This breast cancer celebration was in honor of 19 
chapter members who are survivors. The event was 
held at the Princeton Lakes Ballroom, Holiday Inn 
Express and Suites, Atlanta, Georgia.

Atlanta Suburban Alumnae Has A Sweet Affair To Celebrate Survivors

 The ladies of the Dublin-Laurens Alumnae 
Chapter walked to make a difference, hosting 
the 3rd Annual 3 Mile Walk for the Cure on  
October 20, 2012 at Fairview Park Hospital in 
Dublin, Georgia. The walk raised awareness of 
breast cancer, helped to educate the public about 
the importance of early detection, offered support 
to members of the community who have been 
touched by breast cancer and raised $5,000 that was 
donated to the American Cancer Society (ACS) for 
research that will lead to a cure. 

Dublin-Laurens Alumnae Makes A Large Donation To ACS

 The chapter honored breast cancer survivors 
with a token of love and paid tribute to those who 
lost the battle during a candle lighting ceremony. A 
local radio station was on site for live broadcasting 
and outreach to those who couldn’t participate, and 
a local newspaper covered the event. The walk was 
a part of the city’s bicentennial celebration. The 
mayor signed a proclamation, and a representative 
cut the ribbon to start the walk. Dublin-Laurens 
Alumnae has donated almost $15,000 over the last 
three years to ACS.

There was a record-breaking crowd of nearly 400 in attendance to show their support for the 3rd Annual “Delta Sigma Theta 3K Walk for the Cure.”

 Selma Alumnae 
Chapter highlighted breast 
cancer awareness during its 
monthly sorority meeting 
on October 13, 2012. The 
chapter’s president, who 
is a breast cancer survivor, 
shared information about 
the importance of regular 
vigilant screening and 
encouraged sorors to 
monitor their health. Sorors 

Selma Alumnae Chapter Honors Sorors Who Have Survived

continued on page 26
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 The historic Eutaw Square in Eutaw, Alabama, was 
decorated with oversized pink bows and ribbons 
as the Greene County Alumnae Chapter 
sponsored its third Breast Cancer Awareness Walk 
on Saturday, October 6th. 
 “Our members were excited to have local 
organizations partner with the chapter to promote 

Greene County Alumnae Sponsors Third Annual Breast 
Cancer Awareness Walk 

community awareness,” said Alfretta Crawford, 
chapter president.  
 Those organizations included Deep South 
Network for Cancer Control, Greene County 
Extension Service, Rotary Club, Greene County 
Hospital, Citizens Trust Bank, American Cancer 
Society, Community Services Program of West 
Alabama, Eutaw Area Chamber of Commerce, 
Alabama Power Company, Joy to Life Foundation 
and Susan G. Komen for the Cure.
 Many participants were impressed to see the Men 
Do Get Breast Cancer pamphlets. This year’s walk 
featured the Greene County Alumnae Chapter’s 
Breast Cancer Awareness Walk brochure which 
provided President Barack Obama’s Presidential 
Proclamation—National Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month.
 Johnni Strode-Morning, chairperson of the 
Physical and Mental Health committee and 
chairperson of this event said, “We achieved our goal 
of increasing the number of walkers by 100 percent 
over last year and bringing greater awareness to 
breast cancer and the importance of regular exams.” 
 Members of the Xi Delta Chapter of Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. from the University of 
West Alabama were also participants in the walk. 
After the walk, each participant received a pink 
balloon to release into the sky in memory of loved 
one, in recognition of survivors and in promotion 
of Breast Cancer Awareness month.

Participants received a pink balloon, after the countdown, the balloons were 
released into the skyline of Eutaw, Alabama.

 The Huntsville (AL) Alumnae Chapter’s 
Physical and Mental Health Committee did its part 
to spread breast cancer awareness through education, 
fund raising, public service announcements, 
community events and support for local and 
national advocacy groups.
 Soror Chiquita Suggs, Chair of the Physical and 
Mental Health Committee worked with committee 
members and other volunteers to disseminate a 
“Stand Up 2 Cancer” educational plan through 
healthy tips, public service announcements and 
community events. The plan included: 

•   Mammogram reminders for women to get an 
annual mammogram and see their doctor or 
nurse for a breast exam

•   Self  exams  reminders  for  individuals  to  do 
monthly self breast exams

•   Tips  to  watch  weight:  Choose  foods 
(vegetables, fruits and whole-grain foods) that 
help maintain a healthful weight

•   Exercise tips to get 30 minutes or more of at least 
moderate activity (walking, running, biking,  
5 or more days per week)

•   Tips to limit alcohol consumption to no more 
than 1 drink per day for women

Huntsville (AL) Alumnae Fights Back Against Cancer

•   October  Sorority  Meeting  –  Recognized 
sorors who are cancer survivors with special 
gifts.  

•   Community Line Dance Class – Each Tuesday 
in October line dance participants were 
encouraged to show support and awareness by 
wearing cancer support t-shirts or pink tops. 

•   On  October  20th  participated  in  the  9th 
Annual Breast Cancer Liz Hurley Run and 
fundraiser to purchase life saving medical 
technology for the Huntsville/Madison 
County area.

Huntsville (AL) Alumnae celebrate chapter sorors who are survivors.

were provided informative literature and breast 
cancer awareness gift cups that contained pink 
ribbons, pins and bracelets. The highlight of the 
celebration was honoring and giving recognition 
to the six breast cancer survivors that are members 
of the Selma Alumnae Chapter. Survivors were 
showered with a cake in honor of celebrating 
more birthdays and large pink gift bags containing 
breast cancer awareness umbrellas, blankets, t-shirts, 
stationary and other gift items, were also presented 
to each survivor. 

Selma Alumnae chapter also celebrated breast 
cancer awareness with the Delta G.E.M.S.. 
During the G.E.M.S. monthly meeting on  
October 13th, 2012, the chapter president provided 
information, which educated the young ladies on 
breast self-examination. The presentation engaged 
the participants in an open question and answer 
session. The G.E.M.S. were also provided with 
breast cancer awareness literature and gift items.

continued from page 25

Shelby County (TN) Alumnae Pauses For The Pink Cause
 In support of breast cancer 
awareness, Shelby County 
(TN) Alumnae Chapter 
kicked off the month by sporting 
their pink business attire to 
the monthly sorority meeting. 
Chapter sorors continued their 
support by volunteering with 
their local Susan G. Komen 
affiliate by stuffing hundred 
of bags in preparation for the 
annual Susan G. Komen race. To 
conclude the month, a team of 
sorors from Shelby County (TN) 
Alumnae participated in the race 
while sharing in sisterhood in 
support of a great cause.

Pictured left to right: Sorors Jennifer Fitzgerald, Valerie Fitzgerald,Vernice Peete-Savage, Tonya Saulsberry, 
Annissa Jackson, Gwendolyn Jackson, Tiffany McGuire, Bettye Jones, and Kastanceyi Johnson.



28Southern reGIon

To aid in the fight against breast cancer, members of 
the Nashville Metropolitan Alumnae Chapter 
(NMAC) participated in the Making Strides for 
Breast Cancer Walk Davidson-Nashville, Tennessee, 
sponsored by the American Cancer Society. This 
annual event is a five mile walk that takes participants 
throughout key areas in downtown Nashville. The 
day began at 8:45 a.m. with a pep rally to kick off the 
race. Chapter members then enthusiastically joined 
the group of more than 20,000 people to begin the 
five mile trek around Nashville. Walkers received 
encouragement throughout the walk and were 

Nashville Metropolitan Alumnae Makes Stride

rewarded at the end of the race with refreshments and 
a commemorative hat. Young ladies from NMAC’s 
Delta Academy, Delta G.E.M.S. and Jabberwock 
programs also walked with sorority members in 
support of this worthy cause. The chapter’s team 
of walkers raised a total of $440 that will be used 
to support breast cancer survivors as well as breast 
cancer research. This activity was not only a chance 
for chapter members to exercise and fellowship, but 
also a wonderful opportunity to celebrate NMAC 
members who have valiantly fought the good fight 
against breast cancer. 

 Tallahassee Alumnae 
planned several events in 
October, in honor of breast 
cancer awareness month.  Sorors 
started the month by bringing 
awareness to the deadly disease 
through the sponsorship of a 
“Pink Bra Decorating Party” 
on October 6th. The chapter 
invited women from all over 
Leon County to gear up for 
the American Cancer Society 
Making Strides Against Breast 
Cancer Walk by decorating pink 

Tallahassee Alumnae Thinks Pink In October

bras to be worn at the event. 
Decorated pink bras are worn on 
the day of the walk as a symbol 
of support for those who are 
survivors or have somehow been 
affected by breast cancer. The 
decorating party was full of games, 
food, fun and vital information.  
Later in the month the chapter 
continued to bring awareness 
by participating in the Making 
Strides Walk on October 21st.  
Both sorors and Delta G.E.M.S. 
participated in the afternoon’s 

events which included not only 
the walk, but also a community 
fair which provided more 
information about what steps 
to take to get closer to finding 
a cure. Tallahassee Alumnae will 
show lasting support through the 
chapter’s continued fundraising 
efforts and by participating in 
the Leon County American 
Cancer Society Relay for Life in  
April 2013.

 The Sigma Epsilon Chapter 
provided information about 
breast health and breast cancer 
awareness to over 50 students 
at Kennesaw State University. 
Susan G. Komen pamphlets and 
breast self exam instructions for 
faculty, staff and students were 
also provided.

Sigma Epsilon Shows Pink Love At Kennesaw State University
as Chair of the Hillsborough County Greek Census 
2010 Complete Count Committee and encouraged 
everyone to be counted in the 2010 census! As a 
member of the Hillsborough County Democratic 
Black Caucus, she served as the co-chair of the 
2012 planning committee for Florida’s Democratic 
Black Caucus 30th Annual Conference.
 Currently a member of the Tampa Alumnae 
Chapter, Soror Sumpter has served in numerous 
leadership roles. Among them were First Vice 
President, Third Vice President, Chair of the Queen 
of Hearts Charity Ball and the Social Action Chair. 
On the state level she has been the Chair of Delta 
Days at the Capitol. She was initiated into Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., on April 12, 1975 at 
Kappa Iota Chapter, University of South Florida.

continued from page 16 - Heddie Sumpter

type dx score was a 7. In the bible, 
7 means completion! Therefore, 
I will continue to thank GOD 
everyday, for completely healing 
my body and for allowing me, to 
be cancer free! Thank you so much, 
for taking the time to read my story. 
Please, share my testimony with your family, 
friends, and colleagues.

Soror Shondia McFadden-Sabari resides in 
the suburbs of Atlanta is a member of the Henry 
County Alumnae Chapter.

continued from page 18 - Shondia McFadden

29 Southern Gazette



31 Southern Gazette30Southern reGIon

c
o

ll
e

g
ia

t
e
 n

e
w

s 
 •

  c
o

ll
e

g
ia

t
e
 n

e
w

s 
 •

  c
o

ll
e

g
ia

t
e
 n

e
w

s 
 •

  c
o

ll
e

g
ia

t
e
 n

e
w

s 
 •

  c
o

ll
e

g
ia

t
e
 n

e
w

s 
 •

  c
o

ll
e

g
ia

t
e
 n

e
w

s 
• 

c
o

l

Mu Nu Serves Community With Spirit Of Giving Toy Drive

 The Mu Nu Chapter at 
The University of Southern 
Mississippi has created a 
legacy of public service at the 
University, consistently earning 
the Distinguished Service Award 
each year. Even so, last year they 
decided that there was a need 
to be met and that they wanted 
to do even more. In the fall of 
2011, they created what would 
become an annual chapter 
philanthropy, called Delta’s Spirit 
of Giving Toy Drive: Help Us 
Help the Community. The ladies 
of Mu Nu envisioned a cause 
that would fall under the thrust 
of Economic Development 
and benefit local organizations 
in their service area. Being the 
change that many people hope 
to see, they were passionate 
about giving underprivileged 

children the Christmas that they 
may have never had.  
 Continuing their loyalty of 
service to Oseola McCarty 
Youth Development Center, they 
decided that the organization 
would be the recipient of the 
very first Delta’s Spirit of Giving 
Toy Drive. It is a 501(c)3 non-
profit organization whose 
mission is “to empower youth to 
win in every area of their lives.” 
The center’s vision is to improve 
homes, food, health care, and 
safety for the families involved. 
Their constituency is at risk 
youth who are from single parent 
or grandparent households, low-
income homes, and incarcerated 
parent families.  
 After laying the groundwork 
for what would become and 
annual philanthropy event, 

chapter members worked 
hard to get the word out 
about their cause. Speaking at 
various organization meetings 
on campus and supported by 
the Southern Miss Office of 
Community Service Learning, 
the support grew on campus 
and community-wide. They 
exceeded their expectation, 
collecting over 1,000 toys for 
the children at Oseola McCarty 
Youth Development Center. 
This year, the chapter adopted 
two other organizations, in 
addition to the center: The 
Mississippi Children’s Center 
and The Domestic Abuse 
Family Shelter.  Both provide 
24-hour emergency shelter for 
abused, neglected, runaway, or 
homeless children by offering 
a safe, home-like refuge for 

children in need.
 As a “thank you” to all of 
the contributors to the toy 
drive, they hosted a Wrapping 
Party on campus, where hot 
chocolate, cookies, milk and 
more were served. Students 
were invited to the event to 
wrap toys with members of the 
chapter. All participants were 
granted service hours by the 

continued from page 30 - Mu Nu Chapter

continued on page 31

Office of Community Service 
Learning. Soror LaShonda Bell, 
chapter president, exclaimed, 
“We are so proud of this event- 
not only for its magnitude, 
but because of its impact. The 
smiles on the children’s faces are 
unexplainable.”
 The Mu Nu Chapter strives to 
uphold the ideals and traditions of 
Delta by not only programming, 

but through persistent public 
service. Soror Jazmyne Butler, 
Delta’s Spirit of Giving chair said, 
“We believe that to be leaders, 
we must first and foremost be 
servants and be humble stewards 
to others.”  The Mu Nu chapter 
has adopted the Delta’s Spirit of 
Giving Toy Drive as its official 
annual chapter philanthropy.

Regional Representative, Soror 
Manica Pierrette graduated 
from the University of Central 
Florida with a Bachelor of 
Science in Communication 
Sciences and Disorders on 
December 15, 2012.

Congratulations
Soror Manica Pierrette
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Soror Named Miss Tougaloo College

Soror Destiny Kyles of Gamma Psi Chapter was named Miss Tougaloo College on October 18, 2012.

Mu Zeta Steps Live On The Today Show

Click on image above to see Mu Zeta in action.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WKZej6F_Zlw&feature=youtu.be


LEADERSHIP DELTA
DEFINING EMERGING LEADERS THROUGH ADVOCACY
The Dynamic Southern Region is pleased to highlight the 23 sorors of our region who are a part of the 2012 - 2013 Leadership DELTA cohort. Leadership DELTA 
launched in 2002 and is a partnership with the General Electric Company (GE). Leadership DELTA draws sorors from many different majors, which include 
mathematics, science, engineering, technology, computer science and business. Through the program, sorors have secured internships and full-time positions in GE. 
Sorors will graduate at the 2013 National Convention.

Chapter: Lambda Psi 

School: University of Florida 

Classification: Senior 

Major: Business Management 

One Word That Describes Me: Captivating 

What have I learned from participating in 
Leadership DELTA? 

I truly enjoyed my experience at Leadership DELTA 
this past July. Throughout the conference, I had the 
opportunity to listen to many great workshops, some 
of which included our National Executive Committee 
sorors. Two of the most significant takeaways that I 
received from our Past National 22nd President, Soror 
Gwendolyn E. Boyd, are “being smart is not enough” and 
“you can have it all, just not at the same time.” My mentor Soror Lori Gibbs also provided a lot of valuable 
information on budgeting during her money management presentation. Throughout my four days in 
Chicago, I have had memorable and life-changing opportunities to bond and network with many sorors 
and GE representatives from across the U.S. Being that I had such an amazing experience at Leadership 
DELTA, I adopted the role as an unofficial ambassador for promoting our sorority’s national leadership 
conferences to my chapter sorors because this conference helped to reaffirm my passion for being a 
member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated.

Chapter: Mu Nu 

School: The University of Southern Mississippi

Classification: Senior 

Major: Mass Communications and Journalism

One Word That Describes Me: Resilient 

What have I learned from participating in 
Leadership DELTA?  

I have learned so much from Leadership DELTA, 
including skills that not only benefitted me 
professionally, but also personally. Leadership DELTA 
is such a valuable program that invests in to the lives 
of the younger sorors of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
and I am so proud to call myself a member! Even 
though I thought the program was strictly geared 
toward STEM majors, I am so excited to still have a 
place within the program.

Jazmyne Butler Kimone Ferguson
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Chapter: Sigma 

School: Clark Atlanta University 

Classification: Senior 

Major: Accounting 

One Word That Describes Me: Driven 

What have I learned from participating in 
Leadership DELTA? 

I have learned the necessary skills of networking, 
mentoring, and leadership in order to become successful. I have gotten a chance to speak with a variety of 
people in learning their careers, future goals, experiences, and also seek advice as an upcoming professional. 
I plan to execute the knowledge that I obtained at the Leadership Conference by stepping out of my 
comfort zone and also sharing with others. I am very thankful to have the opportunity in becoming a 
member of the 10th year cohort of Leadership DELTA.

rae grimm

Chapter: Beta Alpha 

School:  Florida Agricultural & Mechanical 
University 

Classification: Senior 

Major: Occupation & Wellness 

One Word That Describes Me: Ambitious 

What have I learned from participating 
in Leadership DELTA? 

I have learned that I can achieve anything 
imaginable as long as I remain humble, genuine, 
and ambitious in all of my endeavors. I learned 
that networking is key, and that I must take 
advantage of all opportunities when they 
are presented to me. I have gained immense 
confidence and brave leadership skills which 
have been of useful application in my chapter 
and other organizations. I am so appreciative 
of this opportunity and I look forward to a 
dynamic and exciting year with Leadership 
DELTA.

adrianne smiley

Chapter: Iota Sigma 

School: Mercer University 

Classification: Senior 

Major: Biology 

One Word That Describes Me: Determined 

What have I learned from participating in Leadership 
DELTA? 

I learned how to be a successful African American in today’s 
society and the importance of having options for my future. 
I developed more skills to help improve me as a leader on 
campus, in the community, and in my current chapter. Despite 
what others believe, I know I can have it all!

Breyana davis

Chapter: Eta 

School: Fort Valley State University 

Classification: Senior 

Major: Mathematics 

One Word That Describes Me: Adaptable 

What have I learned from participating in 
Leadership DELTA? 

My experience from Leadership DELTA has 
taught me to always be prepared for an opportunity. 
Being that preparation plus opportunity results in successes, I have made it 
my duty to always be ready when an opportunity presents itself.

shanah sharpe

martine partee

Chapter: Rho Omega  

School: Jacksonville University 

Classification: Senior 

Major: Economics 

One Word That Describes Me: Strong-willed 

What have I learned from participating in Leadership DELTA? 

I am capable of anything, I just have to work hard for what I want. Anything 
worth having is worth fighting for. HARD WORK and DEDICATION!!



Chapter: Eta 

School: Fort Valley State University 

Classification: Senior 

Major: Electronic Engineering Technology 

One Word That Describes Me: Determined 

What have I learned from participating in Leadership 
DELTA? 

A big take-away I had from the Leadership DELTA experience 
was the insight given by Soror Gwendolyn Boyd that “Being 
smart is not enough”. She stressed to us that while yes, brains 
are important their still has to be something to set you apart 
from the competition. That idea led us into our session on 
maximizing your visibility and exposure; which I have found 
since the conference to be extremely important. Many times 
people state the phrase “It’s not who you know, but what you 
know”; however, I have to slightly disagree by saying “It’s not 
who you know, but who knows you”.

Ki’undra JacKson

Chapter: Zeta Phi 

School: Georgia State University

Classification: Senior 

Major:  Nursing  
(Pre-Licensure Nursing for Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing) 

One Word That Describes Me: Indomitable 

What have I learned from participating in Leadership 
DELTA? 

One, network constantly; two, the value of authentic leadership 
and high performance for black women in corporate America 
is imperative because “you can’t just be smart”; and three, you 
do not have to change who you are but sometimes you have 
to change your approach and step out on faith. I have also 
learned that this sorority is truly special and having the support 
of sorors all over is so uplifting.

lauren rose cummings

Chapter: Alpha Chi 

School: Tennessee State University 

Classification: Senior 

Major: Nursing 

One Word That Describes Me: Sincere 

What have I learned from participating in 
Leadership DELTA? 

Leadership DELTA has taught me that being smart is 
not enough. Preparation, networking, and persistence 
are all important keys to success. I learned to have 
my elevator speech and to be dressed appropriately 
at all times because you never know when you will 
run into your next opportunity. 

myele green
Chapter: Kappa Beta

School: Jacksonville State University 

Classification: Senior 

Major: Accounting

One Word That Describes Me: Sincere 

What have I learned from participating in 
Leadership DELTA? 

Through leadership DELTA I have learned that 
there are people who are willing to help you 
attain your goals, and that every daily encounter 
can impact your future, and to grasp every 
opportunity that comes your way.

ninma sheshi
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Leadership Delta Sorors Not Pictured
Amber Brown Nu Beta Mississippi State University
Nundie Cliett Delta Rho Albany State University
Lauren Cummings Zeta Phi Georgia State University
Charmagne Johnson Delta Rho Albany State University
Ulysius McGhee Eta Fort Valley State University
Hollie O’Neal Nu Beta Mississippi State University
Deondra Scott Iota Lambda University of Alabama at Birmingham
Casharee Smith Delta Rho Albany State University
Ashley Spooner Gamma Tau Tuskegee University
Aisha Sylvain Beta Alpha Florida A&M University
Imah Usen Nu Theta Troy University
Camille York Lambda Psi University of Florida

Chapter: Lambda Psi

School: University of Florida

Classification: Senior 

Major:  Applied Physiology and Kinesiology,  
Pre-Medicine

One Word That Describes Me: Passionate 

What have I learned from participating in 
Leadership DELTA? 

I learned about the true magnitude of our sisterhood 
and the power of a network. We must always strive for 
excellence.

shannon e. pringle

40Southern reGIon

As Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. approaches it’s 
centennial, what does “keeping it 100” mean to you? Send 
your responses to journalist@dstsouthernregion.com. 
Individuals and chapters can submit.
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Jefferson County Alumnae Offers ACT Prep Classes

 Students from all over the metro Birmingham 
area attended free tutoring for ACT test 
taking skills at UAB, which was sponsored by 
the Jefferson County Alumnae Chapter 
(JCAC). The first of three sessions was held on  
September 22, 2012 from 9 a.m. until noon. Over 
150 high school students attended the tutorial 
that was taught by local professionals who are 
members of the sorority. Offered twice each year, 

the program provides students with test taking tips 
designed to help them know what to expect as well 
as to direct their focus of study as they prepare to 
take the college entrance exam. According to the 
chapter president, Rosalind Short, the program has 
proven to be one of the most successful volunteer 
efforts offered by JCAC. 
 The second and third sessions were on  
October 6th and October 20th.

 Sorors brought back the 
Wild West as they “moseyed” 
to the Georgia Tech Hotel and 
Conference Center for Atlanta 
Suburban Alumnae’s roundup 
called “The Delta Roundup:  
Reclaiming and Retaining 2013 
and Beyond.” 
 The roundup was a western-
themed event with a focus on 
team building. All sorors were 
asked to come dressed in white 
shirts and denim (cowboy boots 

Atlanta Suburban Alumnae Rounds Up Sorors Wild West Style
were optional.) When they got 
there, they were given a cowboy 
hat and a DST embroidered 
bandana as a souvenir.
 Sorors were randomly assigned 
to teams that were given names 
such as, “The Blazing Crimson 
Saddles”, “The Little Deltas on 
the Prairie,” and “The Jewel 
Miners.” The roundup included 
a keynote address by Beverly 
Evans Smith, National Secretary, 
who shared with the chapter 

the role and responsibilities of 
the “Centennial Delta”; team 
building exercises such as the 
“Centennial Scavenger Hunt” 
and the “Delta Boot Scooting 
Line Dance Contest”; and a 
committee roundup fair. 80 
chapter members and 21 inactive 
sorors participated, with several 
inactive sorors deciding to join 
the chapter at the conclusion.

 On September 27, 2012, the Lake Oconee 
Area Alumnae Chapter and the Delta G.E.M.S. 
(Growing and Empowering Myself Successfully) 
used their meeting to talk about college and career 
choices. The outcome of the meeting was to take 
an excursion to the University of West Georgia 
in Carrollton. Once there, the girls were elated 
to have Kappa Delta members Brittany Gray, 

Delta G.E.M.S. Go On A College Tour
Keisha Baker, and Jasmyn Obie as their personal 
campus tour guides. The young ladies of Delta 
G.E.M.S. visited the campus bookstore, student 
center, freshman dorms, performing arts theatre, 
and academic buildings and were amazed to see an 
actual Greek village. 
 The girls later experienced cultural awareness 
and self-evaluation after viewing the King Center 
for Social Change in Atlanta, Georgia. The trip 
enhanced efforts of the girls to study hard, prepare 
for college placement exams, and make regular 
contact with their school counselor. 
 The Delta G.E.M.S. is an extension of the  
Dr. Betty Shabazz Delta Academy and was created 
to “catch the dreams” of girls between the ages 
of 14-18. The girls strive to use the five major 
components (Scholarship, Sisterhood, Show Me 
the Money, Service, and Infinitely Complete), to 
form a road map for college and career planning. 
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 In cooperation with Dr. G.V. Guns’ Kenyan 
Mission Team, members from the Lake Oconee 
Area Alumnae Chapter and Athens Alumnae 
Chapter joined with Sorors from across the United 

Sorors Join Together In Africa For A Mission Trip
States to carry out a medical and humanitarian 
mission in Kisii, Kenya. Kenya is located in the 
Eastern part of Africa and is bordered by Ethiopia, 
Somolia and Tanzania. Kisii is a densely populated 
area with an extremely high poverty level.
 The missionaries consisted of medical doctors, 
registered nurses, administrators, lawyers, educators, 
pharmacy technicians and ministers. They covered 
four different districts during a ten-day period. 
The collaboration of medical and humanitarian 
aid provided treatment to nearly three thousand 
and two hundred patients and dispensed twenty-
one hundred pounds of medication. The group also 
distributed four tons of food and eight thousand 
bottles of water and clothes, six hundred and eighty 
pairs of shoes, one hundred pairs of glasses, and four 
hundred mosquito nets. Delta Sigma Theta Sorority 
looks forward to their next mission trip in 2013.

 The Memphis Alumnae Chapter held 
its Fall 2012 EMBODI Conference at Victory 
University on October 20, 2012. With the theme, 
“Empowering for Innovation,” 90 male participants 
from 7th – 12th grades were given the opportunity 
to participate in several workshops. They were 
each geared toward college readiness and careers 
in the area of science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics (STEM). With Deltas on hand to assist 
in all aspects of the conference, the morning opened 
with a warm welcome from chapter president 
Charlotte Freeman, followed by the opening 
speaker who challenged the participants to pursue 
fields in STEM.

Memphis Alumnae Chapter Empowers For Innovation
 After the opening, participants were given 
the opportunity to interact with male scientists, 
technology gurus, engineers, and mathematicians.  
The presenters inspired the participants through 
interactive presentations. They also took part in 
a cyber bullying workshop lead by Commander 
Cedric Davis. In this workshop, the participants 
were informed about the importance of being 
aware of cyber bullying and the affects that it could 
have on their lives.
 To cap off the day, a panel of students from 
LeMoyne-Owen College (members of ManUp), 
along with a chemical engineering student from 
Christian Brothers University served on a panel that 
discussed the difficulties and rewards of going to 
college and pursuing degrees in STEM fields. The 
conference participants were given the opportunity 
to ask the panel questions about college life and the 
benefits of college. At the end of the conference, 
the students were given information about the 
upcoming college tour, ACT workshop and  
March 2013 EMBODI Conference. The 
participants were engaged and left the conference 
inspired, informed and open to college and careers 
in the STEM fields.

 The LaGrange Alumnae Chapter celebrated 
the 25th Anniversary of its chartering and public 
service in Coweta, Chambers, and Troup counties. 
The celebration, themed “Celebrating 25 years 
of Sisterhood, Scholarship, and Service to the 
Community,” took place on September 15, 2012 
at the LaFayette Garden Inn in LaGrange, Georgia.
 The celebrations showcased the chapter’s- past 
and present- and eluded to its bright future. Soror 
Cynthia Boyd, past Southern Regional Director, 
was the keynote speaker. Soror Boyd reflected on 
the chapter’s history over 25 years and the role 
LaGrange Alumnae has played and continues to play 

LaGrange Alumnae Celebrates 25 Years of Service

in their service area. LaGrange Alumnae welcomed 
over 175 sorors and guests to share with them in 
this occasion.
 During the program, Soror Jeanella Pendleton, 
past South Georgia State Coordinator, extended 
greetings, and Mayor Jeff Lukken, on behalf of 
the City of LaGrange, presented a proclamation. 
Georgia State Representative Carl Von Epps and 
Troup County Commissioner Richard English 
also played a role in the occasion. A slideshow 
presentation, titled “Through the Years,” highlighted 
the chapter’s 25 years of service. 

 Members of the Greenville (MS) Alumnae 
Chapter collaborated with Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity, Incorporated, United Way of Washington 
County, and Mississippi Youth Build students to 
complete a housing project for Ms. Annie Smith of 
Greenville, MS. 
 The Economic Development Committee, 
chaired by Soror Netty Seard, helped make this 
project a tremendous success by painting, cleaning 
and replacing boards on the house. Soror Carlean 
Horton serves as president of the Greenville (MS) 
Alumnae Chapter.

Greenville (MS) Alumnae Collaborates To Give Home Facelift
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 Soror Viola G. Harrison of the Pensacola 
Alumnae Chapter was recently recognized by 
the members of the Pensacola, Florida branch of 
the National Association For the Advancement 
of Colored People (NAACP), during their 22nd 
Annual Freedom Fund Awards Banquet. The event 
was held on July 28, 2012 at New World Landing 
with its focus on “Your Power, Your Decision---
Vote”.  Soror Harrison, a lifetime member of the 
NAACP since 1998, received the Robert Walker, 
Jr. Civil Rights Award. She was commended for 
her work as a Freedom Fighter with the NAACP 
for over twenty-five years. As a member of the 
NAACP, she has served in numerous capacities, 
namely, as secretary and treasurer. She has also 
served as a member of the executive committee, 
the Freedom Fund Awards Banquet Committee, 
and the Education and Bi-Laws Committee. Her 
fundraising abilities and generous donations have 
not gone unnoticed. She has been supportive of the 
NAACP’s initiatives in spirit and financially. Her 
distinctive voice of power and bold vernacular, in 
conjunction with her graceful manner, has served 
as an energetic appeal for justice and fairness for 
all in the Pensacola community and surrounding 
areas. As for the citizens of Escambia County, her 
outstanding vision and leadership has made its mark 
to ensure that justice for all is not just a cliché.  
 Soror Harrison was born in Uniontown, Alabama, 
and her family moved to Pensacola, Florida when 
she was ten years old. She graduated from Booker 
T. Washington High School and went on to receive 
her Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education, and 
a Master of Education from the prestigious Florida 
A&M University. She has always expressed the 
importance of education, and its benefits in making 
a difference in the lives of others. She was employed 
with the Escambia County School System for 
forty-six years. During this tenure she worked in 
the classroom and as a principal. She had a positive 

impact on the children, acknowledging their inner 
beauty, character, intellect, and individuality. Her 
love for young people was evident in her leadership 
as a member of the NAACP, as she was instrumental 
in ensuring that young people were recognized for 
their academic achievements with the presentation 
of scholarships to assist with their financial needs 
for college admission.  
 Soror Harrison was initiated into Delta Sigma 
Theta through the Beta Alpha Chapter in 1959.  As 
an active member of Pensacola Alumnae, she has 
served on various committees and assisted with 
various community service projects. She is a strong 
proponent for social action. This lovely mother and 
grandmother have worked tirelessly as a Delta for 
over 50 years! 

NAACP Honors Soror Viola G. Harrison As A Freedom Fighter
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Soror Honored With A Beautiful Park In Her Name

 The citizens of Escambia County recently 
recognized Soror Marie K. Young, of the 
Pensacola Alumnae Chapter, for her outstanding 
vision and leadership. The citizens of a local 
neighborhood expressed their desire to have a 
safe and beautiful neighborhood park. They 
also wanted a facility that could accommodate 
workshops, trainings, fellowships, and a gym. Soror 
Young worked tirelessly and was instrumental in 
making their dream become a reality. With the 
support of her counterparts on the Escambia 
County Board of County Commissioners and 
others, a beautiful building and park was built 
and named in her honor. The Ribbon Cutting 
and Building Dedication Ceremony was held on 
August 10, 2012. 
 The Marie K. Young Wedgewood Community 
Center and Park, located on 3420 Pinestead 
Road in Pensacola, Florida, is a beautiful 
structure named in honor of a beautiful Soror 
with esteemed character and perseverance. 
She currently serves on the Escambia County 

Board of County Commissioners representing 
District 3. As Commissioner she serves the citizens 
of Pensacola with sincerity and integrity, and as a 
native Pensacolian, she has always emphasized the 
importance of sisterhood and strong family ties. She 
is married to Reverend Doctor James S. Young of 
Mt. Canaan Baptist Church, and they are the proud 
parents of one son and two beautiful grandchildren.  
 Soror Young attended elementary school in 
Escambia County and graduated from Booker 
T. Washington High School. She earned her AA 
degree from Washington Jr. College, a Bachelor 
of Science from Florida A&M University in 
Elementary Education and Curriculum Education, 
and a Master of Art degree from Atlanta University. 
Her further studies include University of West 
Florida, Florida State University, and Florida A&M 
University where she earned her certifications 
in art education, reading, early childhood and 
administration. Soror Young served in Escambia 
County Schools as a teacher, principal, and district 
administrator for almost 40 years. 
 Soror Young is a former City Council member 
where she served from 1997-2002.  She was 
appointed by the Governor to the Escambia 
County Board of County Commissioners in 
2002 and was re-elected twice for Chairman and 
Vice Chairman. Beginning in 2003, she was also  
re-elected twice to the Escambia County Board of 
County Commissioners and is currently serving.  
In addition, she serves as Regional Director, Florida 
Association of Counties and as Chairperson of the 
Public Safety Committee of Escambia County 
Commission.  
 Soror Young was initiated into Pensacola Alumnae 
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. in 1975. 
She has served on various committees and has 
assisted with various community service projects as 
well as holding numerous board memberships with 
various organizations and agencies.
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 B a h a m a s 
C o o r d i n a t o r 
Soror Myra 
Mitchell was 
nominated and 
selected to be 
inducted into the 
Nassau, Bahamas 
P a n - H e l l e n i c 
Council Bahamas 
Greek Hall of 
Fame for the year 
2010.

 In 2004, The Nassau, Bahamas Pan-Hellenic 
Council established The Bahamas Greek Hall of 
Fame. The primary purpose of the Bahamas Greek 
Hall of Fame is to recognize Bahamian fraternity 
or sorority members for outstanding contributions 
made to the development of Greek life in  
The Bahamas and internationally.

Bahamas Coordinator Inducted Into Greek Hall Of Fame

 The NPHC has acknowledged Soror Myra’s 
contribution to Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Inc. both locally and internationally as well as 
her contribution to the NPHC and the wider 
community through your numerous community 
and civic endeavours.
 Soror Myra is a past president of the Nassau 
Bahamas Alumnae Chapter and is currently serving 
as chair of the Nominating Committee. She recently 
held the post of Vice President of Communications 
for the Primary School Student of the Year Award 
Foundation of the National Pan Hellenic Council, 
and was granted the title of  Vice President Emerita 
having served the committee for 9 years.
 Soror Myra, along with two other outstanding 
Greeks, were officially inducted into the 
Bahamas Greek Hall of Fame on Thursday,  
November 29, 2012.

The Southern Region needs you. We're looking for chapter journalists, writers, and 
photographers who are willing to write articles and take pictures for the regional 
newsletter. If you're interested, e-mail journalist@dstsouthernregion.com.

Do you have the "write" stuff? 

How To Submit Articles
  • Submissions should be e-mailed to journalist@dstsouthernregion.com
  •  Articles should be attached as a Word document
  • Word count in article should be between 250 - 500 words

How To Submit Photography
  •  Photos should be e-mailed as an attachment to journalist@dstsouthernregion.com in jpeg format
  •  Do not send photos embedded in a Word document
  •  When submitting a photo please include a caption, identifying everyone in the photo from left to right
  •  Photos need to be high resolution: 300 dpi or higher
  •  Do not send photos that are not in focus
  •  Consider action shots, not just posed photos

Guidelines for submitting articles to the newsletter

Clinical Care. In 2008, she 
participated in the Survivor-
Researcher Mentor Program of 
the Cancer Survivorship Research 
Conference. 

 As a volunteer recruiter for the 
Sister Study and the Two Sister Study, 

she recruited women from Alabama and Tennessee, 
using outreach efforts that targeted female relatives 
of college students, women in the faith-based 
community, and Hispanic hospitality industry 
workers. She also served as a grant reviewer/
stakeholder for the American Cancer Society. She 
is a member of the National Cancer Institute’s 
Consumer CARRA Program (Consumer 
Advocates in Research and Related Activities), does 
fundraising for Tuscaloosa’s Relay for Life, and is a 
member of Tuscaloosa’s Victorious Cancer Support 
Group.  A member of Tuscaloosa’ s Prentice Concert 
Chorale, an elder at Brown Memorial Presbyterian 
Church, she recently completed requirements for 
certification as a Community Lay Educator for 
Alabama’s Chronic Disease Management Program.

continued from page 21 - Jacqueline Currie

 Soror Scott was the event Chair for Walk with 
Walgreens for Diabetes (April 2011 – March 2012), 
a member of Leon County Partners for Education 
Excellence, team captain for The American Heart 
Association’s Heart Walk (October 2011) and a 
volunteer for the Job Skills Development Initiative 
at Dade Community Center. 
 Soror Scott’s goal is to continue to raise awareness 
about cancer and other health related issues through 
volunteering, mentoring and supporting the 
missions of organizations like The American Cancer 
Society, American Heart Association, Walgreens and 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. Her inspiration stems 
from her family, especially her grandmother. Her 
zeal to help others to gain knowledge and resources 
to combat cancer and other related health issues in 
her community, as well as surrounding communities 
has proven to be her source of inspiration. Soror 
Scott is confident that she has been divinely 
positioned to not only serve her community and 
extend a multitude of acts of charity, but to also be 
an example to the people within communities she 
embraces and is indirectly connected to.

continued from page 17 - Ayasha Scott
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happy holidays


